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NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM ÉCOLE GLENBROOK MIDDLE SCHOOL
“TOGETHER WE SUCCEED — ENSEMBLE ON RÉUSSIT”

Principal’s Message
Dear parents & guardians,
As some of you may have noticed, I have been walking a little different for the last year or more. I
have been waiting for knee replacement surgery and have finally been given a date for the first one to
be done, and in order to have it done I will need to take some time off from school.

My surgery date is Feb. 19 and I will need to take a minimum of 6 weeks off for rehabilitation. My
plan is to be back at school when we reopen after spring break. While I am away, our Vice Principal
Ms. Trieu will take care of things in the building, and she will be supported by Ms. Marlene
Jack. Those of you who have older children may remember Ms. Jack from when she was the principal here at Glenbrook a few years ago. Ms. Jack has been a long-time member of the New West district and a principal at a number of schools.
While I am gone any questions, concerns, or notes to say how well things are going can be sent to
Ms. Trieu at ttrieu@sd40.bc.ca or be directed through the office at 604-517-5940.
Thank you,
Mr. Chris Evans,
Principal
VERY IMPORTANT : NON-RETURNING STUDENTS
As Glenbrook moves quickly into the new year, our administration already has an eye towards
next year’s enrollment numbers. It is of great help to us for parents who know their child will
be enrolled at another school/will not be returning to Glenbrook to please let the school know
as soon as possible by filling out the Leaving School form attached to this email.
PLEASE READ THE BELOW GUIDELINES CAREFULLY:
If you live within the New Westminster district & your child is simply moving on from Grade 8
at Glenbrook to attend high school at NWSS, please note that you do not need to fill out the
form.
If your currently grade 8 child is moving out of the New Westminster school district to attend
another high school, please fill out the form.
If you live within the Glenbrook catchment and your currently grade 6 or 7 child will be moving to another school within the New West district, or out of the New West district, please fill
out the form.
If you have any questions about whether you should fill out this form, or any other questions,
please don’t hesitate to call the office at 604-517-5940. Thank you!
Address: 701 Park Crescent, New Westminster, BC V3L 5V4
Principal: cevans @sd40.bc.ca

Vice-Principal: ttrieu@sd40.bc.ca

*

Phone: 604-517-5940
Office: glenbrook@sd40.bc.ca

Notable Dates, Reminders and Other Important Info
Notable Dates
Thursday February 13th — Entrepreneurial Fair, 6:30 to 8:30 pm
Friday February 14th — Non-Instructional Day, no school for students!
Monday February 17th — Family Day, NO SCHOOL!
*
Friday March 13th—Second Term report cards go home
March 16th through 27th—SPRING BREAK
Monday March 30th—School reopens
As some of you may be aware, our lovely Mme. Gibson will soon be (temporarily) leaving us to go on
maternity leave, and welcoming a brand new baby Gibson! We wish her and her family plenty of
health and happiness during this time.
Our Glenbrook community is extending a warm welcome to Ms. Qi, who will be taking over for Mme.
Gibson while she is on her leave. She can be reached at aqi@sd40.bc.ca

Grade 8 Grad Committee
Bake Sale - Friday, March 6th, 2020
Our ever popular bake sales are back! Students will be invited down to the Multi-purpose room (MPR) at
lunch time on Friday, Mar 6th to purchase some yummy baked goods. All items cost $1 and loonies and
toonies are appreciated.
Returnable Drive - Saturday, April 18th, 2020
We have tentatively booked our 2nd returnable drive. Please look for more info around Spring Break about how to donate your returnable items.
Grade 7 Parents - SAVE THE DATE - June 18th, 2020

Grade 7 Parents traditionally chaperone the Grade 8 Grad Dinner and Dance. Please save the date and watch for a call
for volunteers.

Could your child use some help with a certain subject? Would they benefit from a little bit of extra
library time after school to do their homework? We’d like to remind you that Peer Tutoring has recently started up again—it takes place after school on Tuesdays in the library from 3 to 4 pm, and students can seek tutoring help from their peers in both French and English!
Yearbooks
Yearbooks for the 2019/2020 School Year are now available for $40.00
Get yours now on School Cash Online, or get it personalized by ordering directly through jostens.ca!
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Reminders 2
Lost and Found
Has your child misplaced any items of clothing, school supplies, water bottles, shoes, or anything else? At the
end of December, just before the holiday break, we ended up having to donate several bags worth of unclaimed personal items from the Lost & Found to charity.
The Lost & Found is very full once again, and once again we’d like to urge our Glenbrook
community to please check for anything they are missing before it gets donated later this
week.
We strongly urge both students and parents to stop by and check out the collection regularly
- your child may be reunited with their missing belonging! If it is an item of higher value, such as keys, a
phone, an iPod, glasses, or jewelry, they may also check with the office, as those generally get turned
in to the secretaries for safekeeping.

One of our lovely teachers has also suggested that we gently remind parents & students of the importance of
labelling their belongings with their names, especially water bottles and plastic food containers, as we see a
huge number of these forgotten and donated each month. Please...help us help you get your things back!
Glass Bottle Alternatives
While we are big fans of hydration and reducing overall use of plastics, we kindly ask our parents & students
to please consider bringing metal or plastic alternatives to glass water bottles to school. We have found that
glass bottles unfortunately and frequently break in classrooms & in the hallways, presenting a safety hazard
to students and staff and disrupting instruction. Thank you for helping us make Glenbrook a safer place to be!
Have you been missing important emails from the school?
If so, we encourage you to please check your junk mail or spam filter! Because the school needs to
email such a large number of people at a time, some parents have let us know that our messages sometimes get incorrectly intercepted by spam filters. If you find this is the case, please move our emails to
your inbox.
If you still are not receiving school emails and you have not been able to locate them in spam or junk,
please notify the office as soon as possible. We are happy to help you fix the issue!

Security Protocol Reminder: Signing your student safely in & out of school
The safety of our students is very important to EGMS staff, as it is to you as parents. Please be reminded that
we do not allow students to leave school grounds during school hours without the express permission of a
parent or guardian. If your child has an appointment or any other pre-arranged reason to leave school early,
please ensure you provide them with a note that they can show to their teacher and to the office before they
sign out. If you are not able to send a note, we are happy to take permission in the form of an email or a
phone call. If neither of these can be provided, the office will not allow the student to leave until we have direct approval from a parent or a guardian. Students are also not welcome to walk to a restaurant or a store at
any time unless a parent comes to the school to pick them up and supervise them.
If your child has called you from their own phone while school is in session and asked to walk home
or to be picked up, please either call to let the office know that they can go home, or come into the
office yourself when you arrive so that we can ensure they are going with a safe person.
Additionally, we are working to minimize interruptions to classes during class time; if you and your
child are both aware that they will need to be picked up early to attend an appointment, please try to
remind them the evening before or the morning of to gather their belongings and to come sign out at
the office 5 minutes before your pre-arranged time. This ensures both that they make it to their appointment on time, and that we do not have to call their classroom and disrupt their teacher’s lesson.

Thank you for your consideration - your help with this matter is very much appreciated by all staff!
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Glenbrook Parents Advisory Council
Thank you to all parent and student volunteers who made the EGMS PAC’s first hot lunch a HUGE success!!!!
This would not have run near as smooth as it did without the many volunteer parents and students. Much
appreciation to all staff and administrators who played a big part in making this a great event for the students as well.
Our next Hot Lunch is FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28th. We will again have pizza and
Booster Juice.
Please watch your emails for the ordering information next week, and feel free to
volunteer! Sign up is through this link.
The Entrepreneurial Fair is almost here and we are SOLD OUT!!!! All EGMS families are invited and encouraged to come out and support your fellow students on Thursday, February 13th from 6:30 - 8:30 in the gym.
There will be a small concession, a limited number of logo’d clothing for sale and more than 40 creative vendors!

All parents are welcome and encouraged to attend the EGMS PAC meetings where decisions are made, updates are talked about, questions are answered and special guests sometimes give presentations.
At our next meeting on MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24th at 7:00pm in the EGMS library, we are happy to announce
that Special Guests: Karen Janzen and Lisa Sophi will be giving a short presentation on Vaping with time for
a short question / answer period.

SD40 District Parents Advisory Council
Your SD40 DPAC has been working on bringing in educational partners to each meeting this year. All parents are invited to attend these meetings which are held once a month (on Thursday evenings). Our next
meeting is: Thursday, FEBRUARY 20th at Ecole Lord Tweedsmuir Elementary School. Our quest speakers
are: Rick Bloudell - District Community School Coordinator who will speak about what his role is in the District and Lisa Sophi who will speak about the Walk30 Program.
Your SD40 DPAC is a stakeholder in the PNO (Parents Night Out) Committee and we have been listening to
what parents are asking for. The last PNO held on January 30th was a presentation on “Managing Stress
and Anxiety in Children and Youth” with Dr. Linda Uyeda, MC, CCFP. This was an educational and interesting evening for the more than 100 people who attended.
The next PNO event is on MARCH 3rd at the Justice Institute where the subject will be: Health Effects of
Vaping on Youth. We have invited a panel of community professionals to answer your questions. Registration will be through Eventbrite and questions are being taken now. Please send your questions via this link.
NWSS Farewell Planning Committee
As you all know, NWSS is scheduled to close in June 2020. A new high school is being built on the premises
and will welcome its first class of students in September 2020. NWSS would like to celebrate the important
history of this school and the many students, staff and teachers who have walked its halls.
At this time, we are inviting interested volunteers to join in planning a Farewell Celebration for the current high
school. This celebration will honour the current building and will provide an opportunity for all to say farewell
to an important chapter in New Westminster history. A planning committee of community members, residents,
students past and present, parents, and staff of any year will meet several times over the next couple of
months to plan the event. We are looking for members to provide input and create working subgroups that
will help carryout the necessary activities to plan and host this exciting community event.
Interested applicants are requested to provide an online application by FEBRUARY 14, 2020. Selected
members will be contacted by email the following week. We are looking for a mixture of individuals and regret that not all applicants can be involved on the planning committee; however, there will be ample opportunity for all interested applicants to participate in the working subgroups that will be formed in early spring.
Questions? Email NWSSFarewell@sd40.bc.ca
Online Farewell NWSS Application Form
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Pink Shirt Day & Australian WWF Fundraiser
Pink Shirt Day
Bullying can be a widespread problem in schools, workplaces, homes, and over the Internet. Each
year on Pink T-Shirt Day, we encourage all students and staff to wear something pink to symbolize
that we as a society and a school will not tolerate bullying anywhere. The idea is to take the message and remember it all year long.
It is so important that survivors of bullying know they are not alone and there is help
and support available. Wearing a pink shirt on this day sends a strong message to
them that others care. Often, the simple act of wearing these shirts can start conversations - conversations can be a big step towards healing and helping!

Wednesday, February 26th is pink shirt day for Glenbrook - please encourage your children
to wear a pink piece of clothing to school, and encourage conversation with them and their
friends about how to prevent bullying!
Mission: Save the Aussie Animals!
We’ve got exciting news Glenbrook! On Thursday January 16th, Mme. Brown-Koelzer’s grade sixes
and sevens held a bake sale to raise money for the WWF (World Wildlife Fr AUSTRALIA and it was
a huge success. Over 20 people donated treats. Thanks to them, we raised over $550...AMAZING!
WWF’s global initiative is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a
future in which humans live in harmony with nature. WWF AUSTRALIA is focused on Australia’s individual country conservation, especially the bushfires. The cause of most of these fires is dry lightning, but the horrible truth is that humans are partially to blame as well. At least 24 people have
been arrested for deliberately lighting fires. We would like to thank all of the volunteers that helped
out. A special shout out to all the grade 6/7s for their participation and effort. We couldn’t have done
it without you! We are grateful to the students/staff who took to heart the needs of their peers and
brought in gluten free, nut free, etc. Unfortunately, the fires are still on going, but with the help of
more communities like our own, we will continue to help the animals and stop the fires. Here are
some suggestions on how to do your part:
-Find organisations like WWF and donate to them
-Go door to door to raise awareness and/or funds
We would also like to thank Mme. Brown-Koelzer for
all her work, time, effort and commitment. We really
appreciate how involved she is in our everyday lives
and society. Thanks for your support Glenbrook!
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New Westminster Youth Services
New West Youth Membership Pass (11 - 18 years)
Get into any Neighbourhood or Youth Centre Drop-in, discounted prices on some programs, and other awesome perks. Pick up your pass at any New Westminster recreation facility. Staff will create a member profile
for you and take your picture for your membership card. Memberships are valid for one year from the purchase date. For more information call 604.515.3775. Neighbourhood Drop-in (11 - 13 years) Youth Centre
Drop-in (13 - 18 years)
Membership Fee: $19.00 per year
Programs
Specialty Samplers (11 - 13 years)—We are bringing fun program samplers to our Neighbourhood Drop-ins!
Not sure if you like hip hop dance? Ever wanted to try DJing? These samplers are for you. Programs will rotate every season to keep it fresh. Try something new!
DJ BASICS—No experience necessary - we’ll work with you to find your unique sound. Learn the basics of
DJing and have the opportunity to perform at local events. A weekly commitment is required in order to build
on the skills learned the previous week
École Glenbrook Middle School, 604.515.3775—Mondays, 3:30 - 5:30 pm, February 10 - March 9
4 classes
Leaders in Training (LIT) (11 - 13 years)—An opportunity for youth to come together, meet new people,
plan events, and build strong teamwork skills in a fun and exciting environment. LIT is based around youth
learning to be leaders in their community and develop programs through activities, guest speakers, and
hands-on experience. Groups meet once a week in their respective
École Glenbrook Middle School 604.834.2007-Wednesday, 3:15 - 5:15 pm, January - March
Friday Night Drop-in (11 - 13 years)—Hang out with friends, play sports in the gym, help with cooking, challenge the youth staff to a game, or create your own fun! Drop-in is the place to be!
École Glenbrook Middle School Gym 604.834.2007 Friday, 3:15 - 9:00 pm
Events
Middle School Youth Dances (11 - 13 years): These dances are for youth who attend the middle school of
the dance location only. They feature laser lights, Live DJs, prizes, and a concession! Tickets are purchased
through the Neighbourhood Youth Worker at school. Youth are asked to provide photo ID in order to gain entrance to the dance with a New Westminster Active Pass or New West Youth Membership Pass. Tickets are
limited - buy in advance to avoid disappointment!
Next Dance: École Glenbrook Middle School 604.834.2007 Friday, Feb 7th 6:30 - 9:00 pm
Youth Centre Family Day • 620 Eighth Street • 604.515.3775
11:00 am - 2:00 pm Monday February 17th. Traditionally the Youth Centre is open for youth 13 - 18 years of
age, but on Family Day we are welcoming all ages to join in the fun. We will have a make your own pancake
station, parents versus kids gym games and video game areas . Enjoy all the Youth Centre has to offer
plus open gym, a learn to DJ area. There will be Polaroid photo booth area and a station to craft your own
picture frames as well! Showcase your amazing family on our family appreciation wall.
Youth Skates (11 - 18 years): Join your friends for games, prizes, and music by the Royal City Sound
Youth DJs. Tickets available from Neighborhood Youth Workers or the Youth Centre. Drop-ins are welcome.
Moody Park Arena 604.834.0320 Saturday, 8:15 - 9:45 pm February 22, Drop-in Fee: $1.00
Youth Swim (11 - 18 years): Canada Games Pool and Youth Services team up to host an indoor youth
swim. The night will include games, contests, and live DJs. Come hang out with friends, play games, and win
prizes!

6

Canada Games Pool 604.834.2007 Friday February 28, 8:30 - 10:00 pm Drop-in Fee: $1.00

